
Northeast Huntsville Civic Association  
Optimist Recreation Center 
January 28, 2014 
 
The quarterly meeting was called to order by Naaman Goode, President, at 7:00 pm.  Mr. Goode led the group in 
the pledge of allegiance.  The minutes for the previous meeting were read by the secretary.  A motion was made to 
approve the minutes as read which was seconded.  There were no corrections and the members voted to accept 
the minutes as read.   
 
There was a brief discussion concerning the service area boundaries and it was recommended that the issue be 
discussed by the Executive Committee and a report be given to the members. 
 
The following committees gave their reports: 
 
Beautification:  Progress is being made in placing the two park benches at Philpot Park.  A meeting is planned with 
Steve Ivey, Parks and Recreation to decide on the placement of the benches.  The benches were made possible 
through the Jim Marek grant awarded to NEHCA.  There have been members that have maintained the dog waste 
stations, by filling with bags and reattaching the adhesive signs. 
 
Communications:  It has been decided that the newsletter will be published on yellow paper. 
 
Education:  There will be a $25.00 donation made to the Lee High School library in honor of this evening's speaker.  
The Huntsville City School Board will be redistricting, but the changes do not affect our schools.  Court mentioned 
the "Failing School Report" and now that Chapman is no longer Chapman Elementary and Chapman Middle School, 
but Chapman School, it is appearing on this report. 
 
Naaman added to this report to include a meeting that Dr. Wardynski will have January 30, 2014, at the Annie C. 
Merts Center to discuss his plan for redistricting the schools in Huntsville.  It is open to the public and you are 
encouraged to attend.  The presentation is on the website for the City Schools. 
 
Finance:  Court reported that after the library donation, the treasury has $213.14.  He has received many dues this 
evening that should make a good increase in the treasury. 
 
Operations:  Clara Spittler reported for the committee:  The coffee is hot and ready. 
 
New Business: 
 
The Executive Committee reviewed Article IV of the bylaws referencing membership and recommended an 
increase of dues from $5.00 per year to $10.00 per year.  Hilda Gabrys made a motion to approve the increase. 
Suze Hiatt seconded the motion.  The membership voted unanimously to accept the proposal. 
 
Don Gentry from the nominating committee was recognized to submit the nominees for officers for 2014 to the 
membership as follows:  Rita Bray, President; Naaman Goode, Vice President; Lynda Tallyn, Secretary; Beth 
Clemons, Treasurer.  Naaman asked for nominations from the floor for each of the offices.  The nominations were 
closed.  Each office was voted on individually and accepted by the membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Clara Spittler, Vice President introduced the speaker for the evening, Dianne Burch representing NO KILL 
Huntsville.  Ms. Burch has coauthored a book with Michael Fredrick," Maxnificent" that is written to enhance self 
esteem in children. 
 
The question that she posed to the group, "Why should No Kill matter to everyone?"  This program saves 
thousands of animal lives and tax dollars.  The cost of euthanizing animals costs taxpayers approximately $100.00 
for every animal that is taken to the shelter.  No Kill has a direct impact on our tax dollars.  Huntsville Animal 
Services has an annual budget of $1.2 million. 
 
There are 11 elements in the No Kill equation: 
 
High volume Low cost spay/neuter 
Pet  retention programs 
Proactive redemption 
Trap-neuter-release 
Rescue Group release 
Foster program 
Medical Behavior problems 
Comprehensive adoption programs 
Volunteers 
Public relations/Community development 
Compassionate director 
 
This is important for us as a city.  People that move here from other cities are surprised that a city as progressive as 
Huntsville appears to be, is not a No Kill city. 
 
If you are interesed in this initiative, first educate yourself and then share with community leaders the fact that 
you are concerned how our shelter is run. 
 
The drawing for the door prize was awarded to Pruitt Jones.  It is an oil change from Brian Tires. 
 
Naaman presented information concerning yard signs for announcing our quarterly meetings.  The signs would be 
approximately $8.00 each.  We would like members to purchase a sign for their homes.  We will have them by our 
next meeting.  If you would like to purchase a yard sign, please leave your name with Naaman.  
 
The next meeting is April 22, 2014. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Rita J Bray 
Secretary 
 
 


