
Northeast Huntsville Civic Association 
Optimist Recreation Center 
October 22, 2013 
 
The third quarter meeting for the NEHCA was called to order at 7:00 pm by the 
President, Naaman Goode.  The pledge of allegiance was led by Bob Jones 
followed with the invocation given by Court Heller.  The minutes for the previous 
meeting were read and approved. 
 
To follow up on Mr. Madsen’s visit, Naaman has been asked to participate in the 
Engagement Committee which has been organized to provide input from the 
community for future planning. The work of this committee will be for 12 to 18 
months.  Please give your ideas for development to Naaman so that he may 
present them to the committee.   
 
Mr.  Madsen toured the NEHCA service area with  several members to have a 
better understanding of the points of interest that are doing well and the areas 
that could be improved.  On a separate occasion, Mr. Kenny Anderson, the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs, took the same tour. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Architectural and Engineering:  Court Heller reported that approval has been 
received for the demolition of the Sonic Restaurant on Pratt Avenue.  A Waffle 
House will be in that location. 
 
Beautification:  Rita Bray will contact Operation Green Team to have 2 or 3 dog 
waste stations installed in the service area.  The locations that are recommended 
by the group were:  Philpot Park, Oak Park, and Chapman School.  The initial 
supply of bags will be provided and the neighborhood will be responsible for the 
additional bags. 
 
In 2014, there will be two community clean ups, one in the spring and one in the 
fall.  Recommendations for areas that need our attention should be given to Rita. 
 
Bylaws:  Naaman and the Executive Committee are proposing a change to the 
bylaws to allow an increase in annual membership dues from $5.00 per year to 



$10.00 per year.  The membership dues have been the same since the 
organizations inception in the mid 1990’s.  In keeping with the bylaws, there was 
discussion from the floor and an agreement that the dues should be increased.  
According to the bylaws, the motion is to be voted on at the January 2014 
quarterly meeting.  A letter was received and read from Marilyn Ann Franklin 
expressing her concerns that that the increased dues were going to be used by 
the board for things that members may not approve of. 
 
Communications:  Beth Clemons gave an update on information that will be 
available in the newsletter.  Items that need member input as well as items that 
could require changes to the bylaws would be listed, so that members have an 
opportunity to voice their opinions.  There will be an email newsletter that will be 
distributed on the months that we do not send a paper newsletter.  The Office of 
Multicultural Affairs will be assisting in the distribution of this newsletter. 
 
Pictures from the annual picnic are on the website, so be sure and take a look at 
those. 
 
We are expanding our Facebook and Twitter presence.  You can find us at 
Facebook.com/NorthHuntsville. 
 
Please give your ideas concerning the color of paper that you think would be the 
best for the quarterly newsletter. 
 
Community Watch:  Jean Arndt was introduced as the Coordinator of the newly 
formed Community Watch group for the Melbourne Avenue area.  She gave an 
overview of why the group was formed and how well it has performed since its 
inception in July 2013. 
 
In addition, Ms. Arndt mentioned another group that she is Chairman of called 
Widows and Widowers.  There is a monthly breakfast, a game day, and lunches 
that are designed to give individuals an opportunity meet others.  If this is of 
interest to you, please let her know. 
 
Education:  A donation of $25.00 will be given to Chapman School in honor of this 
evening’s speaker.  Mr. Eloy Alcivar gave an additional $25.00 to match.   
 



Finance:  After deduction of expenses for the picnic and tonight’s refreshments 
the treasury has $343.14. 
 
Membership:  Court Heller reported 163 member households.  There are many on 
the lists that are not current on their dues and some have not paid since 2009. 
 
Operations:  Joyce Killingsworth has provided coffee, donuts and soft drinks for 
this evening’s meeting. 
 
The Huntsville Historic Foundation has awarded three $500.00 grants to Civic 
Associations in the area and NEHCA was a recipient of one of those grants.  The 
grant will be used to place benches near the playground area at Philpot Park. 
 
The speaker for the evening, Mr. Kenny Anderson was introduced by Clara 
Spittler.  Mr. Anderson is Director of Multicultural Affairs located in Mayor 
Battle’s office. 
 
After telling how he came to be in Huntsville from Rochester, New York many 
years ago, he explained how he was appointed to the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs.  He presented the mission of his office to foster an environment that 
reflects the equal treatment and participation of all segments of Huntsville’s 
diverse, culturally rich communities, in the areas of civic, economic, education 
and social development. 
 
Communication is a focus for Mr. Anderson, and he has been instrumental in 
establishing a Multicultural Facebook page, weekly newsletter, and a community 
newsletter.  The community newsletter is a collection of activities for the 30 civic 
and homeowners associations in Huntsville. 
 
An intern selected by Mr. Anderson is given the opportunity to work in his office 
gathering information and experience in civic and community affairs and 
publishing the newsletters.  There will be a shadow program for high school 
students that are interested in learning how the City government works. 
 
The Huntsville City Council has passed a resolution to name Huntsville a 
Compassionate City, making the city one in 130 in the world with this designation. 
 



After his presentation, he offered another $25.00 to be donated to Chapman 
school and asked that others to contribute to make a total of $100.00.  
 
New Business: 
 
The executive committee has considered a yard sign to be purchased by members 
to place in yards a few days before each quarterly NEHCA meeting to let the 
community know when and where we are meeting.  If we order 50 signs we 
would pay $6.65 for each sign.  The metal stand is an additional $.75.  Dick Hiatt 
suggested members purchase the signs and the money from the treasury would 
be used for other things. 
 
The door prize for the evening was given to Hilda Gabrys.  The prize is a free oil 
change at Brian Tires. 
 
Linda Pauli made a brief presentation concerning the Huntsville Hen Alliance 
asking the City of Huntsville to allow residents to have 3 chickens in their 
backyards.  If you would like to voice your opinion on this issue, please contact 
your city council representative and the City of Huntsville Planning Commission. 
Pamphlets were made available with the contact information. 
 
Jane Jattuso announced that the North Alabama Spay Neuter Clinic will have its 
largest fund raiser at the Jaycee Building November 15 and 16.  It will be a market 
offering Christmas items and many more things. 
 
The election of officers for 2014 will be held at the January 28, 2014 meeting.  If 
you would like to serve on the nominating committee, see Rita Bray. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Rita Bray 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


